
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2023  

Tuesday, 11 JULY, 1 pm, W2 

MINUTES  
Present: Sarah Champion MP; Marsha De Cordova MP; Margaret Ferrier MP; Afzal Khan MP; 
Tony Lloyd MP (online); Stephen Timms MP; Catherine West MP; Baroness Whitaker; Nicole 
Piché (Co-ordinator/Legal Advisor) 
 

1. Apologies – Baroness Stern; Lord Garnier KC; Wayne David MP; Marion Fellowes MP; 
Baroness Cox; Baroness D’Souza; Baroness Hodgson; Lord Hylton; Lord Russell; Lord 
Stunell     
 

2. Minutes from AGM 2022: approved. 
 

3. Officers elected: 
Chair:             Tony Lloyd MP; 
Co-Chairs:     The Rt Hon Dame Diana Johnson MP; Margaret Ferrier MP;  
Vice Chairs:   Marsha De Cordova MP; Afzal Khan MP; The Rt Hon The Lord Garnier 

QC; Baroness Stern; Baroness Whitaker;             
Treasurer:     The Rt Hon Sir Stephen Timms MP 

 

4. Accounts: approved; Sources of Funding: reviewed  
- Accounts, and Income & Expenditure statement, for current financial year: presented 

by the Treasurer, reviewed and approved; 
- New restricted two-year grant from Barrow Cadbury Trust from 01.07.23 for payment of 

salary of PHRG Co-ordinator/Legal Advisor – £70,000: noted and letter of thanks to be 
sent to the Barrow Cadbury Trust;  

- Continued funding from BGIPU under Co-operation Agreement: noted.    
5. Staffing: reviewed  

- Co-ordinator: salary increase approved, from August;   
- Resumption of Intern programme from autumn 2023.  

6. Main Activities and Events since AGM 2022: reviewed.   
 

Highlights: 
• Joint meeting with FCDO Minister Lord Ahmad on INDIA (September);   
• Joint online meeting with children from AFGHANISTAN (October);  
• Joint meeting with FCDO and Truth Commissioners from COLOMBIA (November); 
• Joint Roundtable on BAHRAIN (November);  
• Meeting with UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR FOR HRDs (November); 
• Joint Roundtable with Colombian Parliamentarians and UK-based NGOs working on 

COLOMBIA (November);  
• Joint Parliamentary reception re. INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

(December); 
• Westminster Hall Debate re. INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY (December); 
• Joint meeting on INTERNATIONALISATION OF UK HIGHER EDUCATION AND 

IMPACTS ON ACADEMIC FREEDOM (February); 
• Joint meeting on civilian harms and humanitarian needs in UKRAINE (March); 
• Joint Meeting with Truth Commission Follow-up Committee from COLOMBIA (April); 
• Joint meeting with delegation from TUNISIA (April); 
• Joint Parliamentary event on MANDATORY CORPORATE DUE DILIGENCE TO 

PREVENT ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS HARMS (May); 
• Joint Parliamentary Panel Event on women’s rights in theocratic autocracies in 

AFGHANISTAN, IRAN AND SAUDI ARABIA (May). 
 

7. Priorities 22/23: reviewed; 23/24 priorities: agreed.  
         

8. Proposed Future Events/Activities/Follow-up: discussed 
- Event on TURKEY; 
- Report Launch re. GUATEMALA; 
- Discussion(s) on ETHIOPIA; 
- Roundtable on Police Reform in COLOMBIA; 
- Follow-up roundtable on AFGHANISTAN; 
- Reception and application for HoC debate and HoL debate to mark 75th ANNIVERSARY 

OF UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS and 25th ANNIVERSARY OF UN 
DECLARATION ON HRs DEFENDERS: to prioritise with cross-party support to be sought.  

9. AOB - Website Update. 


