
 
All-Party Parliamentary Human Rights Group (PHRG)  

INAUGURAL MEETING 2024  
Tuesday, 10 September, 4pm, Rm M, PCH 

MINUTES  
In attendance: Fabian Hamilton MP, Sir Stephen Timms MP, Brendan O’Hara MP, Afzal Khan MP, 
Markus Campbell-Savours MP, Martin Rhodes MP, Henry Tufnell MP; Warinder Juss MP; Tom 
Gordon MP, Jeremy Corbyn MP; Baroness Hodgson; Nicole Piché; Jodie Goffe. 

 

1. Apologies: Ellie Chowns MP, Lord Garnier KC, Charlotte Cane MP, Bambos Charalambous MP, 
Tim Farron MP, Stephen Gethins MP, James MacCleary MP, Marie Rimmer MP, David Simmonds 
MP, Lord Alton, Baroness Hamwee, Baroness Hooper, Lord Russell of Liverpool, Baroness 
Whitaker.  
 

2. 2023 AGM Minutes and 2023 EGM Minutes noted – no issues raised. 
 

3. Officers elected:   
 

Fabian Hamilton MP – Chair and Registered Contact 
The Rt Hon the Lord Garnier KC - Officer 
Markus Campbell-Savours MP - Officer 
Ellie Chowns MP - Officer 

 
- The Rt Hon Sir Stephen Timms MP who now has a Ministerial post under the 

new Government formally resigned as Treasurer. Thanked for his work in this 
capacity during his 7-year tenure.  

- Markus Campbell-Savours MP appointed as the new Treasurer.  
- Resolution to confirm Treasurer resignation and appointment, for signature 

by Officers, approved.  
4. Main Activities and Events since AGM 2023 reviewed (see Annex I at p.2).  

- Group congratulated for its full programme; importance of continuing to raise 
such issues noted. 

5. Accounts and Sources of Funding reviewed.  
- Accounts for FYE 31.03.24, with Income and Expenditure statement, reviewed and 

approved.  
- Funders noted. 
- PHRG’s assets and liabilities, including its financial records, as at dissolution 

30.05.24, formally transferred to newly reconstituted PHRG, as per APPG 
guidance, with related resolution for signature by Officers, approved. 

- Formal due diligence statement re. non-receipt of foreign funding, for 
signature by Officers, approved. 
 

6. Staffing  
- Co-ordinator/Legal Advisor to remain in post; annual salary increase (6% in line 

with rise given to Parliamentary staff) approved. 
- Current intern to stay on until November/December to finish on-going projects.   
- New intern to be recruited – probably with a January start.          

7. Future Events, Activities and Priorities – proposed PHRG priorities for 
2024/5 (attached at Annex II at p.4). The following events noted: 

- Candle in the Dark drop-in reception: Tues, 4 Dec, 12:30pm- 2pm; 
- Nepal, transitional justice – Report launch: Tues, 22 Oct, 4pm, Rm S, PCH; 
- Colombia, ending GBV – Report launch: Tues, 26 Nov, 5:30pm – 6:30pm. 

- Concern about other country situations and cases: China; DRC; Jagtar Singh Johal. 
- Those in attendance encouraged to contact PHRG to raise other thematic or 

country-focused interests/concerns.   
8. A.O.B.  

- Launch of new website discussed – with requisite amendments to be made.  
- Link to draft website to be sent to Officers for their comments/approval.  
- New website costs to be discussed and approved. 

- New PHRG logo suggestions to be distributed. 
- Resolution to confirm appointment of new Trustees of Parliamentary Human 

Rights Trust (charitable arm of PHRG, UK registered charity 327478), for signature 
by the Officers, approved. 



ANNEX I 
 

 
All-Party Parliamentary Human Rights Group (PHRG) 

 

Review of Main Activities and Events since AGM 2023  
 

❖ PARLIAMENTARY/KEY ACTIVITIES: 
 
 

SEPTEMBER: 
• TURKEY – Implications of President Erdogan’s re-election; 
• COLOMBIA - HRs and Environmental Harms (Joint); 

    
OCTOBER: 

• GUATEMALA - Launch of Report on HRs abuses (Joint) 
 
NOVEMBER: 

• PAKISTAN and Southeast Asia - HRs Impacts of Statelessness; 
• SAUDI ARABIA - Detained HRs Defenders; 
• COLOMBIA - briefing from HRs Defender and Lawyer (Joint); 
• COLOMBIA and PERU –HRs Defenders’ briefing (Joint);  

   
DECEMBER: 

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights - 75th Anniversary Parliamentary 
celebration (Joint); 

• UDHR - 75th Anniversary Westminster Hall Debate; 
• UDHR - 75th Anniversary Lords Short Debate; 
• RUSSIA - Detained Prisoners of Conscience, including British-Russian dual 

national Vladimir Kara-Murza (Joint); 
  
FEBRUARY: 

• COLOMBIA – briefing from HR Ombudsman (Joint)   
MARCH: 

• COLOMBIA - Women HRDs (Joint);   
APRIL: 

• COLOMBIA - HRDs from the Peace Community of San José de Apartadó 
(Joint)  

 

❖ OTHER MEETINGS (informal/private, & participation at those organised by others):  

ABColombia; AI UK; Alliance for Lawyers at Risk; ALQST (Saudi Arabia); 
Balochistan; BBC Persia; BBC Monitoring; Belarus activists; BGIPU – RTs with 
Ambassadors to the UK; Campaign for Human Rights in the Philippines; 
Chatham House; Colombian activists; Commonwealth APPG; Corporate Justice 
Coalition; Extraordinary Rendition APPG; Foreign Policy Centre; Freedom from 
Torture/Survivors Speak Out; Global Deforestation APPG; Honduran HRD; 
Hong Kong APPG; House of Lords – International team; International Freedom 
of Religion or Belief APPG; Indonesia and forest politics; International Students 
APPG; Iraqi activists; John Smith Fellows; London Mining Network; 
Madagascar; Magnitsky sanctions; National Union of Journalists of the 
Philippines; North Korea APPG; PBI UK; Palestine APPG; Prevention of 
Genocide APPG; Protection Approaches; REDRESS; REPRIEVE; Rwanda; 
Sudan APPG; Transnational Repression; Trade Justice APPG; UN APPG; UN 
Association; UNHCR; UDHR 75th anniversary Parliamentary event 
participating organisations (multiple prep meetings and feedback meeting); UN 
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, Mary Lawlor; Western Sahara 
APPG; Women, Peace & Security APPG; World Vision UK; York University 
(Human Rights Defender Fellows).  
 



❖ REPRESENTATIONS TO RELEVANT OFFICIALS:  
• AZERBAIJAN – Case of Dr. Gubad Ibadoghlu (FCDO); 

• BAHRAIN – Detainees (Bahraini Ombudsman); 
• COLOMBIA - Implementation of the Peace Accord (FCDO) x2; 
• EGYPT - Case of detained Egyptian-British dual national Alaa el-

Fattah (FCDO);  
• HRs concerns in THE GAMBIA (FCDO); 
• GUATEMALA & HONDURAS – challenges facing indigenous 

land rights and environmental defenders (FCDO); 
• INDIA & PAKISTAN - Transnational Repression (FCDO); 
• INTERNATIONAL HRs PROGRAMMING – requests for 

follow-up action (FCDO); 
• NICARAGUA - Submission of complaint re. treatment of 

Parliamentarians (IPU);  
• PAKISTAN – enforced disappearances (FCDO); 
• PHILIPPINES - (FCDO) x2; 
• SAUDI ARABIA – detention and mistreatment of human rights 

defenders and prisoners of conscience (FCDO) x3; 
• SUDAN – arms exporters to warring parties (FCDO). 

 
❖ DRAFTING OF EDMs:  

• THE GAMBIA - Democratic Governance and Transitional Justice; 
• GUATEMALA - Democratic Governance and Indigenous Peoples;  
• UDHR - 75th Anniversary. 

 

❖ PREPARATION OF BRIEFINGS FOR PHRG OFFICERS AND 
MEMBERS:  

- Bangladesh - Muhammad Yunis; 
- Colombia – Macrocase 11;  
- Ethiopia - Tigray;   
- Nigeria – case of detainee in Nigeria;  
- Qatar – NGO bona fides;  
- UK - Response to international human rights violations (for 

Westminster Hall Debate) 
 

❖ PREPARATION OF BRIEFINGS FOR BGIPU BILATERAL 
MEETINGS/DELEGATIONS: 
Albania; Angola; Argentina; Armenia; Azerbaijan; Colombia; Costa 
Rica/Panama; Côte D’Ivoire; Egypt; Georgia; Greece; Iceland; Indonesia; 
Japan; Kosovo; Lebanon; Lithuania; Moldova; Morocco; Oman; 
Philippines; Qatar; Saudi Arabia; Serbia; Thailand; Turkey; UAE; 
Ukraine; Uruguay; Uzbekistan;  
 

❖ ENGAGEMENT WITH SELECT COMMITTEES: 
Foreign Affairs Select Committee: UK’s engagement with the MENA region; 
refined terms of possible future inquiry on transnational repression 

 
❖ PREPARATION/DISSEMINATION OF WEEKLY 

NEWSLETTER.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ANNEX II 
 

 

All-Party Parliamentary Human Rights Group (PHRG) 
 

Proposed Priorities for 2024/2025*  
 

Countries of concern  
• Afghanistan – women’s rights; humanitarian situation; 
• Bahrain – political prisoners; prison conditions; 
• Bangladesh - Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT); democratic 

consolidation; transitional justice; 
• Belarus – political prisoners; 
• Brazil – indigenous and environmental rights defenders; 
• Central America (Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, 

Costa Rica) –HRDs; indigenous rights; business and HRs; 
• Colombia – implementation of the Peace Agreement; 

HRDs/WHRDs; business and HRs; 
• Egypt – Al-Fattah and Al-Baqer cases; arbitrary detention; death 

penalty;  
• Ethiopia – monitoring of armed conflict and post-conflict 

reconstruction; 
• India – HRDs; persecution of religious and ethnic minorities; 

freedom of speech; 
• Iran – death penalty’ women’s rights; 
• Iraq – HRDs; corruption; freedom of speech/media freedom; 
• Latin America - indigenous rights; HRDs; business and HRs; 
• Mexico – enforced disappearances; 
• Pakistan – enforced disappearances; persecution of religious and 

ethnic minorities; 
• Philippines – arbitrary detention; lawfare; freedom of 

expression; extra-judicial killings; red-tagging – possible virtual 
meeting with Senator De Lima in cooperation with BGIPU; 

• Saudi Arabia – arbitrary detention; prison conditions; torture; 
death penalty; women’s rights;  

• Sudan and South Sudan – civilian protection and urgent 
humanitarian needs; 

• Tunisia – civil and political rights; 
• Western Sahara – HRDs; freedom of expression and assembly; 

arbitrary detention. 
 

Thematic 
• Arms exports – end use monitoring; Parliamentary oversight 

mechanism(s); 
• Consular Assistance for Dual Nationals – Hostage envoy; 
• Due Diligence re. Businesses to prevent HRs and 

Environmental Harms – NGO/HRD consultations; advocacy 
on adoption of legislation; 

• HRDs – including FCDO Refreshed Guidance/Strategy – 
PHRG Submission, and invite to UN SR on HRDs; 

• IHL – enhanced civilian protection; 
• Mining Impacts – briefing from London Mining Network 

due in November, to form basis of a Parliamentary campaign; 
• OSJA review – advocacy on transparent consultation process; 
• Open Societies Strategy – advocacy on transparent 

consultation process; 
• PSVI, including SEA by UN PKers – further advocacy targeted 

at UK Ministers/ officials for more robust/ongoing follow-up; 
• Transnational Repression – advocacy for official oversight 

mechanism, and FAC inquiry; 
• Social media outreach – particularly re. MPs, new MPs. 

 To note, the PHRG endeavours to collaborate, whenever possible, with other APPGs, NGOs and other bodies 
and individuals with relevant knowledge and expertise to carry out its work. 


